A short survey of the bryological exploration of Rwanda and Zaire is provided. The first to collect bryophytes in the area was Stuhlmann in 1891 on Ruwenzori. The first bryological collections from Rwanda were made by Mildbraed in 1907. In 1929 Humbert made the first gatherings on Mt. Kahuzi and Mt. Biega. Since then a lot of botanist have collected mosses and liverworts so that Rwanda and eastern Zaire can be regarded as well known. From most parts of Zaire and from Burundi however only few data are hitherto available.
It was only 100 years before the BRYOTROPExpedition to Zaïre and Rwanda that bryophytes were collected for the first time from Central Africa. The History of this first expedition, which is connected to the names of Emin Pascha and Franz Stuhlmann is so remarkable, that it should be shortly repeated here. The german surgeon Dr. Eduard Schnitzer alias Emin Pascha (1840 -1892) became governor of the Equatoria Province in the Egyptian Southern Sudan in 1878. Because of the Mahdi-revolt, which lead to the fall of Khartoum in 1885, all traffic connections to Equatoria were interrupted and Egypt gave up this province. Emin Pascha however stayed for several further years until Stanley met him during a relief expedition in 1889 and they travelled together to the German Territories in East Africa. They reached Bagamoyo on the 4. December 1889. At that time, the German Colonial Government tried to explore and secure the almost unknown interior of their colony. Reichskommissar von Wissmann planned a research expedition with political and military aims under the leadership of Emin Pascha. Emin emphasized the importance of an accompanying naturalist and choosed the young zoologist Dr. Franz Stuhlmann (1863 Stuhlmann ( -1928 (Fig.1) (see Bindseil 1990) . The expedition had order to save all territories south of Lake Victoria-Nyanza as well as between Victoria-Nyanza and Tanganyika up to Albert-Nyanza for Germany and to prevent British influence in this area. The expedition started the 26th april 1890, accompanied by 150 Askari and 400 porters. They marched to Mpapua, the westernmost military station at that time in German East Africa and to Tabora where the Arabs accepted the German government. In November 1890 they reached the western shore of Lake Victoria where they founded the station Bukoba. When they arrived in Karagwe in march 1891 it would have been the most easy way to go south-westward to explore Rwanda as it was planned by von Wissmann. However Emin Pascha decided, ignoring von Wissmanns orders to march northward to reach Lake Albert and the Southern Sudan. In spite of rain, hunger and several diseases, Franz Stuhlmann collected a large amount of scientific material, including several bryophytes from the Ruwenzori Mountains, which he explored from the western side (e.g. Lepidozia stuhlmannii, Breutelia stuhlmannii). In September 1891 the expedition decided to return to the East African coast. Franz Stuhlmann continued with 27 Askari and 100 porters to Bukoba, while Emin Pascha stayed with the sick in order to follow Stuhlmann later. However he went westward to the river Congo where he was killed by arabs on the 20th October 1892. Stuhlmann, now leader of the expedition, reached Bagamoyo on the 12th July 1892 and arrived in Europe on the 20th October 1892. He had collected valuable botanical and zoological material, as well as ethnographic and geographic data, which were published two years later (Stuhlmann 1894 Cardot (1908 Cardot ( , 1909 . Meanwhile several bryological papers, dealing mainly with mosses had appeared (Renauld & Cardot 1896 , 1899 , 1902 . Another important contribution was made by Vanderyst, who, among thousands of phanerogams collected bryophytes as well. Until 1907, Rwanda was almost unknown concerning its flora and fauna. During the expedition of Graf von Goetzen (1894) Several new species from his collections were described by Herzog (1936) . (1960, 1961, 1965 (1973, 1975 a-d, 1976 a&b, 1977 a&b, 1979, 1982, 1983, 1986, 1987) 
